The Story of British Diplomacy
century English variant of the same idea, "A good man in the worse sense of the words."
Fifty years after his death, Europe began to see, personified as it were, in Machiavelli's ghost, the evil genius of the age. Possessed by that sinister spirit, the pious and devout Calvin became a party to the burning for heresy of Servetus at Geneva (1553)-Twenty years later the same malignant influence prompted Catherine de Medici to the massacre of St Bartholomew's Day. Another hundred years pass; the master-strokes of policy which signalised the reign of Louis XIV., what are they save modernised manifestations of Machiavellian statecraft ? But why confine within such limits the operation of a force which, notwithstanding its Florentine label, amounts in reality to the sum of human nature's concealed but ever-living, dissembled yet always in the last resort decisive, instincts and aims. Nor for that matter was the mocking fiend of Machiavellianism, assuming perhaps other shapes, less busy under the Fronde than under the League. Or again, to descend to our own days, the tactics of the twin creators of existing Italy, Cavour and Napoleon III., what were they but an adaptation to later needs of weapons, meet for patriotism and piety, chosen from the Machiavellian armoury ? Yet once more : the id&es Napoleoniennes, the Bismarckian beatitudes (beatipossidentes), surely these, quite as much as the policy and maxims of Frederick the Great, are the latter-day fruitage of the sixteenth-century " Prince."
To pass to the Machiavellian spirit in connection with the diplomatic developments of our own country. In England Machiavelli's writings excited much interest very soon after they began
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